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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 2 sheets. 

["X~| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

["X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| [ the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|~X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3 

|X| as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


US 4 097 055 A (LAYCRAFT KEVIN WENDELL) 


1,2, 




27 June 1978 (1978-06-27) 


5-11,13, 






14,17-19 
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the whole document 
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considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"& H document member of the same patent family 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

S This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 

These annexes consist of a total of 8 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I H Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 



1 ,3,5-1 1 as originally filed 

4a as received on 03/07/2000 with letter of 26/06/2000 

2,2a,4 as received on 11/09/2000 with letter of 06/09/2000 

Claims, No.: 

6-19 as received on 03/07/2000 with letter of 26/06/2000 

1 -5,20 as received on 1 1/09/2000 with letter of 06/09/2000 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
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listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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SECTION V: 

1. Claim 1: 

1.1 None of the documents cited in the International Search Report shows a snow- 
type bike according to claim 1 . The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new over 
the known state of the art (Article 33(2) PCT). 

1 .2 Document US-A-4,097,055 (D1 ) is considered as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1 and shows a snow-type bike according to the preamble 
of claim 1. 

1 .3 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known snow-type bike in the 
features of the characterizing part of claim 1 . 

1.4 These features result in a snow-type bike, which can be used over rough ground 
more freely. 

1.5 However, it would be apparent to the person skilled in the art, that the body (200) 
of document US-A-3,870,330 (D3), which consists of two bent tubes resp. pipes 
(see D3: column 3, lines 55-59 and Figures 1-3), also permits the rear ski member 
(204) to flex between the two spaced locations (by plate 210, nut 21 1, etc. and by 
plate 205, nut 206). This flexing is possible due to the flexible nature of a ski, in 
this case the rear ski plate 204, and due to the flexible nature of the frame (201, 
202), see for example D3: column 4, lines 43-45. 

Applying such a body to the snow-type bike of D1 would be possible without any 
additional change to the construction of the snow-type bike. 

1.6 The subject-matter of claim 1 does therefore not involve an inventive step (Article 
33(3) PCT). 

1.7 In this connection it should be taken into consideration that the wording "means 
being provided for permitting the rear ski member to flex between said spaced 
locations" has such a broad scope, that claim 1 could even be regarded as not 
being new (Article 33(2) PCT), because the attachment of a (generally flexible) ski 
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at two clearly spaced locations, as it is shown in D1, always allows a certain 
amount of flexing of the ski, which would also be included in this broad wording. 

2. Concerning the dependent claims: 

2.1 In addition, D1 shows a snow-type bike according to the additional features of 
claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18 and 19. 

2.2 The subject-matter of claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18 and 19 therefore 
lacks an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.3 In claims 3, 4 and 20 slight constructional changes in the snow-type bike of claim 
1 are defined which come within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily 
be foreseen. Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 3, 4 and 20 lacks an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.4 The subject-matter of claim 6 differs from the snow-type bike of D1 only in the 
third frame member carrying said footrest means. However, it would be clear to 
the person skilled in the art that the footrest means can be fixed at any part of the 
frame which gives a suitable arrangement of said footrest means relative to the 
user of the snow-type bike, the third frame member being one of these parts. The 
subject-matter of claim 6 can therefore not be regarded as involving an inventive 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.5 Document D2, which belongs to the same field as D1 , shows a snow-type bike 
according to the additional features of claim 12. 

Document D2 also shows the frame means being (indirectly) attached to the rear 
ski member by suspension means. 

Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 12 and 16 also lacks an inventive 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3. The industrial applicability is given for all claims (Article 33(4) PCT). 
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connected toward a rearward end of the rear ski 30, The rear 
ski 30 supports a platform 31 having an upturned rear end and 
at a forward end is located a strap 32 for securing a user's 
feet, in use located one on each side of the frame member 22. 
5 In use of the device of Figure 2, a user stands with both 
feet on the rear ski 30 and steers the device by the 
handlebars 26, 

It is known that users of BMX bikes like to jump over 
obstacles and to perform freestyle movements of the bikes and 

10 of themselves when in mid-air, and a similar desire exists 
with snow enthusiasts. Neither of the f orementioned devices 
are able to permit such freestyle use to the level and style 
found in BMX-ing. In the former device of Figure 1, a user, 
of necessity, has to use a pair of foot skis because the rear 

15 ski 12 is too narrow to support a user, and in the snowscoot 
of Figure 2 a user's feet are secured to the rear ski which 
may cause a user injury in a crash. Furthermore, the 
snowscoot of Figure 2 does not have a seat. 

The present invention seeks to at least partially 

2 0 mitigate the foregoing disadvantages. 

According to this invention there is provided a snow- 
type bike for use in snow comprising frame means supporting 
seat means for a user and steering means; a rear ski member 
attached to said frame means; a forward ski member attached to 

25 said steering means; footrest means extending on each side of 
said frame means at a location between said seat means and the 
plane of said rear ski member. 

Preferably, footrest means is located on said frame 
means or on said rear ski member. 

30 Preferably, the forward and rear ski members have a 

width two or more times, preferably four times, the width of a 
normal recreation ski. 

Conveniently, the front and rear ski members have the 
same width. 
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4 

In an embodiment of the invention the frame means is 
attached to the rear ski member by suspension means and, 
advantageously, the steering means may be attached to the 
forward ski member through the intermediary of one or more 
5 suspension members. 

Where the front ski member is pivotally connected to the 
steering means, preferably means are provided for damping 
pivotal motion of said front ski member* 

Advantageously, the frame means is attached to the rear 
10 ski member at longitudinally spaced locations of the frame and 
means are provided for permitting the rear ski member to flex 
between said spaced locations. 

In this invention the footrest means are located above 
the rear ski member giving substantial room for a user's feet 
15 to extend over the edge of the rear ski member, if desired, 
without the user's feet hitting the ground, A user is, thus, 
able to stand on the footrest means with their legs slightly 
apart giving a more natural stance during normal riding. The 
invention has the following advantages: 
20 1. A user can absorb greater vertical impact from a 

jump without exerting masses of forward or backward lean which 
impairs control and stability. 

2 . A user can take greater vertical impact from a 
jump, absorbing the pressure through the bike and the user's 

2 5 legs simultaneously. 

3. A user can ride over rough ground more freely. 

4. A user's feet are not restricted by skis, as in 
Figure 1, or a strap, as in Figure 2, so that a user is able 
to perform a greater number of popular freestyle manoeuvres. 

30 5. Without the requirement of skis on a user's feet, 

as in Figure 1, or the strap of Figure 2, a user is less 
likely to sustain leg injury. 

6. A user who has larger feet or who is wearing 
warmer, bulkier footwear will not have their performance 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A snow-type bike for use in snow comprising frame 

means (50 - 53) supporting seat means (60, 61) for a user and 
5 steering means (54 - 59, 70); a rear ski member (67) attached 
to said frame means; a forward ski member (72) attached to 
said steering means; footrest means (62) extending on each 
side of said frame means at a location between said seat means 
and the plane of said rear ski member. 

10 

2. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
footrest means is located on said frame means or on said rear 
ski member. 

15 3. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 1 or 2 , wherein the 
forward (72) and rear (67) ski members have a width two or 
more times the width of a normal recreation ski. 

4. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
20 forward (72) and rear (67) ski members have a width four times 

the width of a normal recreation ski. 

5. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the front and rear ski members have the same width. 

25 

6. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said frame means comprises first (51) and second (52) 
frame members each joined at a respective first end thereof to 
a headset member (54) and joined at a second, opposed end 

30 thereof to a third frame member (53) , said third frame member 
being located substantially parallel to said rear ski member 
(67) , said third frame member carrying said footrest means 
(62) . 
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7. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
footrest means comprise a pair of footrests (62) extending one 
on each side of said frame means. 

5 8. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
vicinity of the juxta position of the first and third frame 
members and the second and third frame members forms a 
securing location of the frame means to the rear ski member. 

10 9. A snow-type bike as claimed in any of claims 6 to 8, 
wherein the first frame member (51) supports the seat means 
(60, 61). 

10. A snow-type bike as claimed in any of claims 6 to 9, 
15 wherein the headset (54) pivotally supports the steering means 

(55 - 59, 70) which comprises a pair of handlebars (57) 
attached to at least one fork member (70) , a lower end of at 
least one fork member being attached to the forward ski member 
(72). 

20 

11. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 10, wherein a pair 
of fork members are provided. 

12. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 10 or 11, wherein 
25 the handlebars at a location in the vicinity of the headset 

are shaped and spaced to accommodate a drag lift (75) or other 
tow lift. 

13. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 11 or 12, wherein 
3 0 the fork members (70) are pivotally attached directly or 

indirectly to the forward ski member. 

14. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 11, 12 or 13, 
wherein the forward ski member (72) is pivotally attached to 



WO 00/13956 




PCT/CB99/02988 



the fork members for movement about at least one of an axis 
which is transverse to the longitudinal direction of the 
frame means and an axis which is along the longitudinal 
direction of the frame means, both said axes being defined 
5 when the forward and rear ski members are aligned. 

15, A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the rear ski member (67) is pivotally attached to the 
frame means for movement about a longitudinal axis of the 
10 frame means.. 

\,16. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 

wherein the frame means (80) is attached to the rear ski 
member (86) by suspension means (84, 85), 

15 

17. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the steering means is attached to the forward ski 
member (72) through the intermediary of one or more suspension 
members (97) . 

20 

18. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein, where the front ski member is pivotally connected to 
the steering means, there is provided means for damping 
pivotal motion of said front ski member. 

25 

19. A snow- type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the frame means is attached to the rear ski member 
(67) at longitudinally spaced locations of the frame and means 
(120, 121, 128) are provided for permitting the rear ski 

30 member to flex between said spaced locations. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office h 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7).): 
Description, pages: 



1 ,3 f 5-1 1 as originally filed 

4a as received on 03/07/2000 with letter of 26/06/2000 

2. 2a, 4 as received on 1 1/09/2000 with letter of 06/09/2000 

Claims, No.: 

6-19 as received on 03/07/2000 with letter of 26/06/2000 

1-5.20 as received on 11/09/2000 with letter of 06/09/2000 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
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listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description. pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings. sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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SECTION V: 

1. Claim 1: - 

1.1 None of the documents cited in the International Search Report shows a snow- 
type bike according to claim 1. The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new over 
the known state of the art (Article 33(2) PCT). 

1.2 Document US-A-4,097,055 (D1) is considered as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1 and shows a snow-type bike according to the preamble 
of claim 1 . 

1.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known snow-type bike in the 
features of the characterizing part of claim 1. 

1.4 These features result in a snow-type bike, which can be used over rough ground 
more freely. 

1 .5 However, it would be apparent to the person skilled in the art, that the body (200) 
of document US-A-3,870,330 (D3), which consists of two bent tubes resp. pipes 
(see D3: column 3, lines 55-59 and Figures 1-3), also permits the rear ski member 
(204) to flex between the two spaced locations (by plate 210, nut 211, etc. and by 
plate 205, nut 206). This flexing is possible due to the flexible nature of a ski, in 
this case the rear ski plate 204, and due to the flexible nature of the frame (201, 
202), see for example D3: column 4, lines 43-45. 

Applying such a body to the snow-type bike of D1 would be possible without any 
additional change to the construction of the snow-type bike. 

1.6 The subject-matter of claim 1 does therefore not involve an inventive step (Article 
33(3) PCT). 

1.7 In this connection it should be taken into consideration that the wording "means 
being provided for permitting the rear ski member to flex between said spaced 
locations" has such a broad scope, that claim 1 could even be regarded as not 
being new (Article 33(2) PCT), because the attachment of a (generally flexible) ski 
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at two clearly spaced locations, as it is shown in D1 , always allows a certain 
amount of flexing of the ski, which would also be included in this broad wording. 

2. Concerning the dependent claims: 

2.1 In addition, D1 shows a snow-type bike according to the additional features of 
claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18 and 19. 

2.2 The subject-matter of claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18 and 19 therefore 
lacks an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.3 In claims 3, 4 and 20 slight constructional changes in the snow-type bike of claim 
1 are defined which come within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily 
be foreseen. Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 3, 4 and 20 lacks an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.4 The subject-matter of claim 6 differs from the snow-type bike of D1 only in the 
third frame member carrying said footrest means. However, it would be clear to 
the person skilled in the art that the footrest means can be fixed at any part of the 
frame which gives a suitable arrangement of said footrest means relative to the 
user of the snow-type bike, the third frame member being one of these parts. The 
subject-matter of claim 6 can therefore not be regarded as involving an inventive 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

2.5 Document D2, which belongs to the same field as D1, shows a snow-type bike 
according to the additional features of claim 12. 

Document D2 also shows the frame means being (indirectly) attached to the rear 
ski member by suspension means. 

Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 12 and 16 also lacks an inventive 
step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

3. The industrial applicability is given for all claims (Article 33(4) PCT). 
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connected toward a rearward end of the rear ski 30. The rear 
ski 30 supports a platform 31 having an upturned rear end and 
at a forward end is located a strap 32 for securing a user's 
feet, in use located one on each side of the frame member 22. 
In use of the device of Figure 2, a user stands with both feet 
on the rear ski 30 and steers the device by the handlebars 26. 

It is known that users of BMX bikes like to jump over 
obstacles and to perform freestyle movements of the bikes and 
of themselves when in mid-air, and a similar desire exists 
with snow enthusiasts. Neither of the . f orementioned devices 
are able to permit such freestyle use to the level and style 
found in BMX-ing. In the former device of Figure 1, a user, 
of necessity, has to use a pair of foot skis because the rear 
15 ski 12 is too narrow to support a user, and in the snowscoot 
of Figure 2 a user's feet are secured to the rear ski which 
may cause a user injury in a crash. Furthermore, the 
snowscoot of Figure 2 does not have a seat. 

US-A-4,097,055, FR-A-2 521 937 and US-A-3 , 870, 330 
20 disclose a snow-type bike having a frame supporting a seat for 
a user and located beneath the seat is a rear ski member. A 
forward ski member is attached to a handlebar steering member. 
Footrests extend on each side of the frame at a location 
between the seat and the plane of the rear ski member. 
25 However, in such prior art arrangements the rear ski member is 
fixedly secured to the frame and, as a result, not only are 
such snow-type bikes uncomfortable but also the rear ski 
member tends to fracture in use. 

The present invention seeks to at least partially 
30 mitigate the foregoing disadvantages. 

According to a first aspect of this invention there is 
provided a snow-type bike for use in snow comprising frame 
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means supporting seat means for a user and steering means, 
said frame means having a longitudinal axis, a rear ski member 
5 attached to said frame means, a forward ski member attached to 
said steering means, the attachment of said rear and forward 
ski members being on said longitudinal axis and the attachment 
of the frame means to the rear ski member being at 
longitudinally spaced locations of the frame means, and 
10 footrest means extending on each side of the frame means at a 
location between said seat means and the plane of said rear 
ski member, characterised by means being provided for 
permitting the rear ski member to flex between said spaced 
locations . 

15 Preferably, footrest means is fixedly located on said 

frame means or on said rear ski member. 

Preferably, the forward and rear ski members have a width 

two or more times, preferably four times, the width of a 

normal recreation ski. 
20 Conveniently, the front and rear ski members have the 

same width. 
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In an embodiment of the invention the frame means is 
attached to the rear ski member by suspension means and, 
5 advantageously, the steering means may be attached to the 
forward ski member through the intermediary of one or more 
suspension members . 

Where the front ski member is pivotally connected to the 
steering means, preferably means are provided for damping 
10 pivotal motion of said front ski member. 

Advantageously, the frame means is attached to the rear 
ski member at longitudinally spaced locations of the frame and 
means are provided for permitting the rear ski member to flex 
between said spaced locations . 
15 Preferably, said footrest means include an abrasive upper 

foot engaging surface. 

In this invention the footrest means are located above 
the rear ski member giving substantial room for a user's feet 
to extend over the edge of the rear ski member, if desired, 
20 without the user's feet hitting the ground. A user is, thus, 
able to stand on the footrest means with their legs slightly 
apart giving a more natural stance during normal riding. The 
invention has the following advantages: 
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1. A user can absorb greater vertical impact from a 
Dump without exerting masses of forward or backward lean which 
impairs control and stability. 

2- A user can take greater vertical impact from a 
Dump, absorbing the pressure through the bike and the user's 
legs simultaneously. 

3. A user can ride over rough ground more freely. 

4. a user's feet are not restricted by skis, as in 
Figure 1 , or a strap, as in Figure 2, so that a user is able 
to perform a greater number of popular freestyle manoeuvres. 

5. Without the requirement of skis on a user's feet, 
as in Figure 1, or the strap of Figure 2, a user is less 
likely to sustain leg injury. 

6. A user who has larger feet or who is wearing 
warmer, bulkier footwear will not have their performance 
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CLAIMS : 

1. A snow-type bike for use in snow comprising frame 
means (50-53) supporting seat means (60, 61) for a user and 

5 steering means (54-59, 70), said frame means having a 

longitudinal axis, a rear ski member (67) attached to said 
frame means, a forward ski member attached to said steering 
means, the attachment of said rear and forward ski members 
being on said longitudinal axis and the attachment of the 

10 frame means to the rear ski member being at longitudinally- 
spaced locations of the frame means, and footrest means (62) 
extending on each side of the frame means at a location 
between said seat means and the plane of said rear ski member, 
characterised by means being provided for permitting the rear 

15 ski member to flex between said spaced locations. 

2. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
footrest means is fixedly located on said frame means or on 
said rear ski member. 



3. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the 
forward (72) and rear (67) ski members have a width two or 
more times the width of a normal recreation ski. 



25 4. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 

forward (72) and rear (67) ski members have a width four times 
the width of a normal recreation ski. 



30 



5. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the front and rear ski members have the same width. 
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6. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein said fra.e means comprises first (51) and second (52^ 
frame members each joined at a respective first end thereof to 
a headset member (54) and joined at a second, opposed end 
thereof to a third frame member (53), said third frame member 
being located substantially parallel to said rear ski member 
(67), said third frame member carrying said footrest means 
(62) . 



7. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
footrest means comprise a pair of footrests (62) extending one 
on each side of said frame means. 

8. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
vicinity of the juxta position of the first and third frame 
members and the second and third frame members forms a 
securing location of the frame means to the rear ski member. 

9. A snow-type bike as claimed in any of claims 6 to 8 , 
wherein the first frame member (51) supports the seat means 
(60, 61). 

10. A snow-type bike as claimed in any of claims 6 to 9, 
wherein the headset (54) pivotally supports the steering means 
(55 - 59, 70) which comprises, a pair of handlebars (57) 
attached to at least one fork member (70), a lower end of at 
least one fork member being attached to the forvard ski member 
(72). 

11. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 10, wherein a pair 
of fork members are provided. 

12. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim 10 or 11, wherein 
the handlebars at a location in the vicinity of the headset 
are shaped and spaced to accommodate a drag lift (75) or other 
tow lift. 
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A snow-type bike as claimed in claim n or l 2 , wherein 
the fork members (70) are pivctally attached directly or 
indirectly to the forward ski member. 

14. A snow-type bike as claimed in claim n, 12 or 13 
wherein the forward ski member (72) is pivotally attached to 
the fork members for movement about at least one of an axis 
wh 1C h is transverse to the longitudinal direction of the 
frame means and an axis which is along the longitudinal 

wien C t h °V framS b ° th Sald «" ^ ****** 

when the forward and rp^r c ^ 

cana rear ski members are aligned. 

ILJ ■™ WWt,P ' ^ Clai! " ed in ^ Preceding claim, 

wherern the rear s M member (67) is pivotally attached to the 
frame means for movement about a longitudinal axis of the 

frame means . 

15. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein the frame means (80) is attached to the rear s)ci 
member (86) by suspension means (84, SS) . 

whir,* S " OW " tyPe Mke as <= la ^ in any preceding claim, 
wherexn the steering means is attached to the forward sW 
member (72) through the intermediary of one or more susoension 
members (97) . 

18. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein, where the front ski member is pivotally connected to 
the steer ing means, there is provided means for damoing 
pivotal motion of said front ski member. 

19. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said means for permitting the rear ski member to 
flex include resilient bushings. 
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20. A snow-type bike as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said footrest means include an abrasive upper foot 
5 engaging surface. 
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